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We join Chapman (1) in acknowledging the importance of Jokela et al.'s recently published paper (2) . The study of personality trait predictors of mortality is consequential and, with this study, it is clear that low conscientiousness deserves a seat at the table with major risk factors of early death. Jokela et al. accomplished this via an individual participant meta-analysis of seven cohorts to follow up on Friedman and others' (3) work that revealed the importance of low conscientiousness as a risk factor. We expect that this paper will be oft cited and that this statistical approach will be used in similar future studies.
However, we depart from the authors' conclusion that "... the present results [of their study] suggest that low conscientiousness is the only higher-order personality trait of the five-factor model that predicts higher mortality risk across populations." (p. 673). This generalization is overly broad, premature, and not tenable given two limitations of their study. The second limitation is the inadequate measurement of personality, which could seriously compromise the scales' predictive validities (9) . The seven studies used several different very brief scales to measure the five higher-order factors likely resulting in content and construct deficiency of their putative personality factors. As a result, the authors may not have found consistent results for factors other than conscientiousness because these factors were not adequately measured.
Unfortunately, the authors present no evidence regarding the construct validity, i.e. high positive correlations between the different brief scales. Thus, as in other studies (8) (9) (10) (11) , the inconsistent findings displayed in Figure 1 (2) could reflect this limitation of their study. In short, very little confidence can be given to their conclusions that only conscientiousness is the only important personality predictor.
None of this is to say that we do not admire the researchers' efforts or appreciate the importance of their findings concerning conscientiousness. However, well-powered primary studies with valid measures of all the five factors may identify other important predictors of Personality and Mortality 5 mortality and thus we think it is too soon to 'close the door' on other personality factors as important predictors of mortality.
